
Ideas from cards from Management Plan meetings

Vision

1. Downtown Naperville, IL has developed their river walk to incorporate the historical building as well as a foot path & bike path, with the river and downtown businesses.  I would like to see Lemont to use Naperville as a model for our vision.

2. Vision/Mission:  Period visitor centers along canal-would require gardens along the way-encourage stopping area for families/tourists

3. Consistent high quality towpath surface.  (Not high quality in some areas and “left over” resources for others)

4. an I & M Canal without drainage problems

5. Consistent water level throughout whole year

6. Able to canoe or boat along the water

7. Public camping for trail areas (build and maintained).  Users-hikers passing through

8. I & M Corridor to become regional trail hub for villages, towns, park districts, forest preserves districts to join, cross, and attach local developed trails to the I & M

9. Tell the stories through that which connects us together and to this place

10. Consistent approach, work together

Mission

1. Area to safely promote outdoor recreation and physical activity for healthy lifestyles for residents

2. Connect historical economic importance to current and future economic importance to region.

3. Integrate canal trail into communities along it.  This will encourage economic development along the canal and make it a destination for tourists/outdoor enthusiasts/visitors

4. Ensure preservation of natural habitats and environment and encourage restoration of areas around canal for the enjoyment of trail users and educate trail users on the historical significance of the Canal 

5. … and in doing so stimulate TOURISM in the region.

Guiding Principles

1. Individual property rights are respected.  Not all land or historic structures are public.

2. Promote harmony and cooperation between sections of the Corridor.

3. Comprehensive land use plan needs to be developed and be ongoing “respect”

4. Cooperation among partners, coordination, not competition.

Civic Engagement Projects

1. Facebook group

2. Is it possible to have /plan a public form for the calumet region of the National Heritage Corridor?  Palos Area, Alsip, Blue Island?

3. Communication: Get Heritage representative on radio programs at times to discuss the I & M.

4. Getting People Interested.  Make the canal movie available that was made several years ago.

5. Expand base of volunteers.  

6. A bulletin board series along the canal

7. Communication:  Use churches as a communication vehicle-reach out/invitation specifically to their environmental concern

8. Scouting opportunities publicized

9. Provide while on the canal for walkers of the canal to find out what is going on & invite them to get involved.  (web page, sign on opportunities, & e-mails)

10. Spreading information and events throughout the Corridor.  Create a newspaper type publication that links all towns in the Corridor.  This can be free & supported by local businesses advertising (similar to outdoor fishing type publication)

11. Instead of Habitat for Humanity have volunteers work for “Habitat for Canal” and help maintain and build things in the Corridor

12. Links on websites to other orgs

13. Have clean-up days along different sections of the trail.

14. Create presence on YouTube with male and female spokespersons on camera sharing info about the area

Recreation Projects

1. Kaskaskia Alliance Trail

2. Bike lanes on roads crossing or leading to I & M Canal to enhance access

3. Commuter gateway linking communities roadway Grand IL

Canal Maintenance & Capital Projects

4. Repair the bridge that crosses the rail road tracks from Canal Street, LaSalle to the Canal and repair or replace the steps that lead down to it

5. Dredge to Lock 13 (and Split Rock) from LaSalle and cross the Little Vermillion Aqueduct

6. Repair and maintain towpath

7. Lock 15 bridge

8. Optimal Lock 14 to demonstrate with Volunteer

9. Open or build new bridge from Canal St LaSalle for pedestrians

10. Increase parking at Lock 14

11. Replica lock tender house as Lock 14 and 15

12. Have canal repaired and become part of the Grand Illinois Trail in the future

13. Complete the remaining dredging from Utica to LaSalle.  Dreading started in early 2000’s from Utica bridge on Rt178 West some 2400’?  Complete to LaSalle

14. Tar and Chip parts of trail similar to Hennepin Trail-usable roadway

15. Work on extending the willow springs bike trail to the confluence site-interpret the area and make it a destination

16. Promote canal trail as supporting alternative forms of transportation.  (i.e. train stations, center of employment, parks).  Can seek transportation funding.

17. Eliminate “street route” sections of the canal trail system through regional (or community) trail creation.  This will help foster a sense of connectivity throughout the trail system.

18. Adequate/parking and restroom facilities located for easy access to/from canal

19. Include the ADT into trail overlay use-“cross country”

20. Pave trail bed for better use by all and upgrading it to ADA compliance.  Start Rock Run Trail to Morris.

21. The west end of the Lemont I & M canal trails need work to improve roads and maintain them

Education & Interpretation Projects 

1. The canal should be used as an educational tool in the schools history, ecology, nature, science

2. Signage on the I & M Side Cut-Ottawa

3. Education should include the CCC-era

4. “History” not Nostalgia” the story of the canal and corridor is the story of progress.  It is important to note that it was built, used, and then abandoned!  Re-use and re-invention are our modern opportunity.

5. Programs for children.  Lots of programs for kids in all areas and topics and ages.  (carts on wheels help move equipment and storage)

6. Use technology to take educational impact to next level

7. Don’t know where it fits but canal needs more information signs such as in the stretch along Channahon Park there is an old bridge abutment no explanation turnouts no signage, where old park with slide was no signage

8. Tell story of native Americans in the National Heritage Corridor

9. Create easily understandable links for schools to use this area for educational purposes-for example give Rubriks so a history teacher can take students there and make it part of their lesson

10. Signage idea: One time there was an informational sign explaining how there was a  water feeder built of lumber from KKK River over DesPlaines River to I&M canal due to differences in elevation-right  by 2 rivers conjoined to form IL River-sign was across canal from McKinley Woods Forest Preserve

11. Tell the story of agriculture and the economic changes the canal brought to this place

12. History museum to show the history of the state and corridor

13. Include Native Americans in interpretation

Tourism Projects

6. A really good map of the corridor for biking & driving

7. Boat from LaSalle to Utica

8. Connect attractions to towns especially bicycle/walking paths

9. Stationary Boat in Utica & would sell tickets for boat

10. Series of nationally known events which tell story of canal, bring visitors, and embrace diversity of communities along the Canal

11. Coordinated visitor services and standards for actual visitor centers

12. Restrooms (child changing stations)

13. The Veteran’s Park in Marseilles should be duplicated elsewhere. 

14. Video entire tour of the canal and canal communities, as well as state parks and other sites with adventures

15. Flag Creek Heritage Center can be one of several visitor centers

16. 450 sq miles of canal corridor is overwhelming.  Many may want to pick or chose a destination of interest, or matter of time.  This info should be coordinated and consolidated in one place instead of inquiring in state parks, cities or communities

17. Winter tourism.  Canal areas and paths can be very beautiful and enjoyable in winter especially in early morning.  Tourists should be instructed to bring cameras.

18. “Take your show on the road” moving and visiting exhibits for other areas.  IL State Fairs etc for advertisements

19. Partner with local CUB to promote tourism along the Canal and communities

20. Many programs for the public co-coordinated all along the 96 miles and moved along the canal corridor so that many towns can experience the same programs at different times or at the same time.  Like seasonal festivals connected with the local area (towns) and historical anniversaries, etc

21. Integrated marketing plan and materials such as website, banners, billboards, etc. blogs, facebook, twitter

22. Package corridor with Chicago

Conservation Projects

1. Connective Public Land Corridor UIA State-IDNR/Forest Preserves/Park District MWRD/to create a “Bio-Reserve” or Greenway Corridor/Green Infrastructure.

Miscellaneous Comments

2. Would like a picture of all the organizations, who is who, who does what

3. Where did the original funding come from?  Why was the original concept forgotten when the initial trail was rehabbed 1980’s?

4. West of Marseilles it is often muddy even when much of it is dry

5. The drainage issue east of Utica caused the big canyon in the towpath

6. For sustainability, the implementation of a trail pass should be considered, as in Wisconsin, Minnesota, and other states.

7. Enforce delineation of corridor affording adjoining property owners their right of ownership and protection of land. (i.e. snow mobiles and hikers).  Perhaps you should inform people to not leave over the towpath

8. Pass legislation that all violations (polluters, fines, etc) to the Corridor are used to fund Corridor.   Eg. Dumping, illicit discharges, illegal business, drug traffic, barge spills.  State attorney general-litigated funds

9. Petition the state to use low risk prisoners to complete projects along the Canal

10. In Europe the Rhein River area through multiple countries have worked together.  They cleaned up the river (like I&M, some industry has been lost).  Because they work together they tourist industry is tremendous.  They (Rhein River) are thinking international tourism.

11. Path connections to I & M canal trail to provide a network of safe routes for I & M trail users to ride/walk to and these routes can also provide the economic development and stopping areas that some users find necessary

12. Accident or illness alarms lot of older people may not use the towpath because of fear of heart attack injury etc.  should think of either a patrol or interval phones to call for help

13. Review or update


a. Access points

b. How canal is used and by whom and where.  Then consider 10-20 year demographic for each area 

14. Establish a way for us to have a coalition to get large capital projects- $10 -40 million
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