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Illinois & Michigan Canal National Heritage Corridor’s

Steering Committee 

LaSalle, Illinois -The Illinois & Michigan Canal National Heritage Corridor’s first steering committee meeting was held at the Four Rivers Environmental Center in Channahon on Wednesday, May 19, 2010 from 3pm to 5pm.  The steering committee’s purpose is to provide direction and/or approval during the creation of the Illinois & Michigan Canal National Heritage Corridor’s management plan.  They will be meeting throughout the summer and fall as the management plan is developed.  

The steering committee is a diverse group of fourteen individuals from across the Illinois & Michigan Canal National Heritage Corridor (NHC) whose varied knowledge base and skill set form a competent and capable committee. Dennis Bieschke is a partner with NetGain Technologies, LLC in Lockport.  A long-time Canal Corridor Association board member with expertise in meeting facilitation, Dennis is chairing the committee and has taken a leading role in the development of the management plan.  Jim Brown is the Planning and Economic Development Director for the Village of Lemont and has experience in urban and regional planning.  Andy Connor is chairman of the Canal Corridor Association board and a partner at Dykema Gossett PLLC, a national law firm.  Charlie Firke is a Canal Corridor Association board member and a research and evaluation consultant.  Kathleen Konicki, a Will County Board Member, is a strong advocate for economic development through heritage tourism as a means to revitalize the corridor’s historic downtowns and preserve its cultural assets.  Ana Koval is the President of the Canal Corridor Association and has a background in historic preservation and planning.  Ron Lehman is a retired educator and a former commissioner and chairman of the I&M Canal NHC.   Michele Micetich, a retired educator, is the President of the Carbon Hill Historical Society and historian for the Carbon Hill School Museum.  Bob Navarro is the President and CEO of the Heritage Corridor Convention & Visitors Bureau.  Ole Oldenburg is the Director of Natural Resources of the Forest Preserve District of DuPage County.  Chris Rollins is the Regional Land Manager for the Illinois Department of Natural Resources.  Edmund Thornton is the President of the Edmund B. Thornton Foundation and former commissioner of the I&M Canal NHC.  Jeanette Virgilio is a Village of Lemont Trustee and former commissioner of the I&M Canal NHC.  Reed Wilson is the Director of Economic Development for the City of Ottawa.      

The Canal Corridor Association was recently designated by Congress as the local coordinating entity for the Illinois & Michigan Canal National Heritage Corridor, the nation’s first national heritage corridor.www.iandmcanal.org The Canal Corridor Association, a 501(c)3 non profit,  preserves history, protects nature and open space, and creates destinations where people can learn and have fun in the I&M Canal National Heritage Corridor from Chicago to LaSalle/Peru.    www.canalcor.org
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