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Illinois & Michigan Canal National Heritage Corridor’s Goals

LaSalle, Illinois –The Illinois & Michigan Canal National Heritage Corridor Committees have completed the first draft of the goals and projects for the management plan for the corridor that will be submitted to the National Park Service at the end of this year.  The goals and projects were developed by six different sub-committees each focusing on a unique aspect of the Heritage Corridor.  The committees are civic engagement, conservation and natural resources, education and interpretation, heritage development, recreation, and tourism.  The committees are comprised of individuals –volunteers from across the Corridor with a knowledge base and expertise in their topic area.

“The committees are proposing 32 projects in this phase - a wide variety of projects which make it easier to visit the canal sites, improve the recreation opportunities, enhance the educational materials for school kids and residents, and increase tourism to the region” according to Ana B. Koval, President of the Canal Corridor Association, the organization which is spearheading the plan.  “I think we all will have our work cut out for us”, Koval added.  The goals/projects proposed by the six sub-committees will be the primary focus of upcoming public workshops at the beginning of August. The committee’s goals/projects can be found on the I&M Canal National Heritage Corridor’s management plan blog www.iandmcanal.wordpress.com.  The public is being asked to comment on the proposed goals/projects by signing on to the blog and/or attending one of two public workshops in August.

Let your voice be heard either Wednesday, August 4, 2010 from 7pm to 9pm at Lemont Village Hall or Thursday, August 5, 2010 from 7pm to 9pm at Ottawa City Hall. The management plan’s current progress will be discussed. 

The Canal Corridor Association has been designated by Congress as the local coordinating entity for the Illinois & Michigan Canal National Heritage Corridor, the nation’s first national heritage corridor.www.iandmcanal.org The Canal Corridor Association, a 501(c)3 non profit,  preserves history, protects nature and open space, and creates destinations where people can learn and have fun in the I&M Canal National Heritage Corridor from Chicago to LaSalle/Peru.    www.canalcor.org
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