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The People Have Spoken

Planning Continues in

The I&M Canal National Heritage Corridor

LaSalle, Illinois - On five nights in November and December 2009, 120 people came together with the Canal Corridor Association to articulate a vision for the Illinois & Michigan Canal National Heritage Corridor in 2020.  This was the beginning of a public process to produce a management plan for the first designated corridor in the country.  Based upon those meetings held in Alsip, Lemont, Channahon, Morris, and LaSalle, a vision statement, a mission statement, and guiding principles were drafted.  To read these statements, go to www.iandmcanal.org.

Based upon this foundation, special interest committees will start to meet on Saturday, February 6, 2010 from 8:30 am to noon in Channahon.  The workshop is taking place at the Four River Environmental Center, 25055 West Walnut Lane and is co-hosted by the Will County Forest Preserve.    

The committees will complete the next task of the planning process by defining the goals, strategies, and tactics in the following areas:  Conservation, Education & Interpretation, Heritage Development, Recreation, and Tourism & Economic Development.  Committees are now being formed and everyone is invited to join.  The committees’ work will be shared with the public in April at a corridor-wide workshop.

To join a committee or for more information, please go to ww.iandmcanal.org, email plan@canalcor.org or call 815-223-1851.  

The Canal Corridor Association (www.canalcor.org) is a 28-year-old nonprofit membership organization that manages the I&M Canal National Heritage Corridor. CCA preserves history, protects nature and open space, and creates destinations for learning and fun along the I&M Canal, from Chicago to LaSalle/Peru.  It enhances, raises awareness of and expands the parks, trails, landscape and historic sites that make the I&M Canal region a special place. CCA manages and operates the LaSalle Canal Boat and Lock 16 Visitor Center in LaSalle, Illinois.

